
:MINUTES 
CALLED MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, July 19, 2022 

5:00p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Denver 
Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to preview upcoming agenda items and to 
conduct any other county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and 
advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, Mike Boyd, Johnny Hardin and Chairman Denver Braswell. Also present were 
County Clerk Melissa Lawson, County Attorney Lester Castellow and County 
Administrator Chas Cannon. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Paul Nagy. 

ALSO PRESENT: Road Superintendent Stan Kirksey, Maintenance Superintendent Mac 
Lawson, Sheriff Rod Howell, Serenity House Director Haley Clark, and Kevin Hall, 
Reporter with the Moultrie Observer. 

SERENITY HOUSE: Haley Clark, Executive Director of Serenity House, addressed the 
Board to thank them for their support of Serenity House. 

Brandy, a previous client of Serenity House, shared her story regarding surviving domestic 
violence and beginning a new life with the help of Serenity House. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the number of children and adults currently in the 
shelter. 

Sheriff Howell, Serenity House Board member, invited the Board to come out and tour the 
shelter. 

AUGUST BOARD :MEETING PREVIEW: At this time, Mr. Cannon previewed the 
following agenda items for the August Board meeting: 

• Appointment to Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission - Mr. Cannon 
stated that, due to the resignation of William Gay due to health reasons, 
advertisement was underway for an appointment to the Planning Commission. 
Upon approval by the Board, Mr. Cannon noted that the appointee would serve a 
three year term. 

• Approval of Payment of Invoice - Southwest Georgia Regional Commission - Mr. 
Cannon presented an invoice, in the amount of $7,828.42, submitted by the 
Southwest Georgia Regional Commission regarding the latest dues assessment for 
the agency. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was available in the FY 22-23 General 
Fund for this expenditure. 
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• Approval of Bid- 4x4 Truck- Compliance Department - Mr. Cannon presented the 
low and recommended bid, in the amount of $39,138.68, submitted by Wade Ford 
regarding the provision of a truck to be utilized by the Compliance Department. Mr. 
Cannon noted that the purchase price of the truck exceeded funding included in the 
FY 22 - 23 budget. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the need for a four wheel drive truck. 

• Approval of Bid - 4x4 Truck - Roads & Bridges Department - Mr. Cannon 
presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $39, 138.68, submitted by 
Wade Ford regarding a 4x4 truck to be utilized by the Roads & Bridges Department. 
Mr. Cannon noted that the purchase price of the truck exceeded funding included in 
the FY 22 - 23 budget. 

• Approval of Bid - 2 Asphalt Body Dump Trucks - Roads & Bridges Department -
Mr. Cannon presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of$194,418.00 
each, submitted by Peterbuilt Atlanta regarding the provision of two asphalt type 
body dump trucks to be utilized by the Roads & Bridges Department. Mr. Cannon 
cited a significant increase in the cost of these trucks when compared to the previous 
year. Mr. Cannon noted that funding for this purchase would be derived from 2019 
SPLOST. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding buyback amounts and the bids presented. Mr. 
Cannon noted that it was impossible to predict the market for these trucks in the next 
two years. 

Maintenance Superintendent Mac Lawson voiced concerns regarding the resale 
value of Peterbuilt versus Mack, as well as various maintenance issues. 

• Approval of Bid - 4 Barn Gate Dump Trucks - Roads & Bridges Department - Mr. 
Cannon presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of $194,418.00 
each, submitted by Peterbilt Atlanta regarding the provision of 4 barn gate dump 
trucks to be utilized by the Roads & Bridges Department. Mr. Cannon noted that 
funding would be derived from 2019 SPLOST for this purchase. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding buyback amounts and the increased cost of the 
trucks. 

TINY HOUSE DISCUSSION - CONTINUED: Upon meeting with staff and the 
County Attorney, Mr. Cannon presented the following options for discussion: 

(Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, entered the meeting via telephone at 5:41 p.m.) 

• Lower square footage of manufactured homes to 720 square feet; 
• Leave current ordinance as is regarding tiny houses; 

o To date, not many questions and/ or inquiries regarding tiny houses as 
permanent residences; 



July 19, 2022 
Page3 

o Citizens can pursue a variance; 
o Building code appendix only addresses tiny houses built on permanent 

foundations; 

Mr. Cox stated that the 900 square foot requirement cut out a lot of smaller singlewide 
mobile homes. 

Mr. Cox agreed that the 900 square foot minimum was an arbitrary number devised by the 
zoning committee years prior. However, Mr. Cox stated that most tiny home inquiries had 
been pertaining to a guest house, hunting lodge, or mother in law cottage. Mr. Cox 
estimated that less than 5 inquiries had been regarding a tiny home as a permanent residence 
and noted that the variance option was always in place to be pursued in certain situations. 

Neighborhood covenants and their expiration were thoroughly discussed. Mr. Cox noted 
that the county did not enforce those covenants. 

The variance process, specifically pertaining to tiny homes, was presented and discussed. 

Chairman Braswell questioned why the county would cause the taxpayer the aggravation 
and cost of pursuing a variance. 

Julie Hinson addressed the Board, stating that a tiny home was currently being constructed 
for her. Ms. Hinson explained that she was not happy with options regarding manufactured 
homes and preferred a tiny home. Ms. Hinson explained that it would be placed upon her 
father's five acres so that she could care for him and requested to know what her options 
were. 

Mr. Cox explained that her tiny home could be permitted as a guest house with no variance 
being required. 

Chairman Braswell stated that, while he didn't mind reducing the square footage 
requirement on singlewides, he still preferred to do away with the minimum square footage 
requirement for a house on a permanent foundation. 

Commissioner Hunnicutt stated that he did not like telling citizens what they could or 
county not do with their own property. 

Mr. Cox noted that Mr. John Touchton, local tiny home manufacturer, had still not 
provided him with an approved tiny home design for a permanent foundation. 

Commissioner DeMott stated that he was in favor of the variance process but stated that if 
requests for tiny homes increased, he would be in favor of looking at the ordinance. 

Covenants for the Tallokas Trails subdivision were briefly discussed. 
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CONTINUATION OF GOLF CART COMMUNITY DISCUSSION: Mr. 
Cannon stated that Georgia Law permitted "Personal Transportation Vehicles" (PTVs) to be 
operated on highways where the speed limit did not exceed 25 mph. As a result, Mr. 
Cannon presented the following option for discussion: 

Allow citzens ro submit petition with homeowner signatures requesting the use of 
PTVs in residential neighborhoods; 
Upon receipt of petition by Roads & Bridges Department which satisfies the 
requirements, Roads & Bridges would submit a request for specific roads in 
residential neighborhoods to be lowered to 25 mph; 
Commission would the vote on request by Roads & Bridges and update Section 66-6 
of the Code of Ordinances; 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, noted that the PTV had to be equipped per state law. 

Jerry Croft, Tallokas subdivision resident, questioned if this would be levied just on his 
neighborhood or if it would apply to all subdivisions in the county. 

Mr. Castellow stated that it would be neighborhood by neighborhood. Upon doing so, Mr. 
Castellow stated that citizens of the neighborhood would have the comfort of knowing that 
they weren't breaking the law. 

Upon allowing PTVs to operate on any county road, Mr. Castellow stated that signs would 
need to be posted on every state highway entering the county stating that this was permitted. 

The subject of petitions for Tallokas Trails and TaUokas Circle was thoroughly discussed. 

Mr. Cannon suggested that the citizens of both neighborhoods present the Board of 
Commissioners with petitions containing at least 60% percent of homeowner signatures 
stating that they would like the speed limit lowered to 25 mph. Upon receipt of such 
petitions, Mr. Cannon stated that staff would begin the process internally. 

Mr. Cannon also stated that the BB Team would be at the August Meeting to discuss a way 
ahead for a new building. 

KEY DATES: Mrs. Lawson presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the Board. 

The being no more business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:28 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 
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